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September 2024



Your child in Year 3/4H – Autumn 2024



Dear Parents, 
Firstly, welcome to 3/4H.  I hope you had a restful summer and some chance to relax and enjoy time together.  Below you will find a brief outline of the curriculum areas we will be covering up until Christmas. This information should assist with your child’s home studies, extending and enhancing their learning in the following areas. 

English
Reading and Writing: 
The children will read and study a variety of stories set in the past and present, fantasy stories with real settings, persuasive texts and non-chronological reports. After analysing the language and structure of a range of styles, children will have the opportunity to develop their own creative writing and evaluate their work and that of others.  We will also look at stories that include issues and dilemmas.  
We will continue to work on basic skills, which will include regular handwriting practice, work on phonics, spellings and vocabulary as well as working on grammar and punctuation. 
Reading remains a vital aspect of your child’s education. It becomes very evident in children’s writing when they read regularly. Thus, to best support your child, please ensure they read at home every evening. This can be from a variety of texts including news articles and chapter books. Children are required to complete their reading records, but I kindly ask if you could check and sign them regularly (at least three times every week) to confirm that they are reading. These will be checked on a Friday. There will be regular guided reading lessons where a text is discussed and reading skills developed. 

Maths
Year 3
The areas year 3 pupils  will be covering this term are: 
Read, write, order and compare numbers to 100
Calculate mentally using known facts, round and adjust, near doubles, adding on to find the difference
Derive new facts from a known fact
Read, write, represent, partition, order and compare 3-digit numbers
Find 10 and 100 more or less
Round to the nearest multiple of 10 and 100
Collect, interpret and present data using charts and tables
Develop and use a range of mental calculation strategies
Illustrate and explain formal written methods – column method
Measure, draw and compare lengths
Add and subtract lengths
Calculate perimeter
In addition, we will have a focus on addition and subtraction bonds to twenty and the 2, 3, 4, 5 and 10 times tables and related division facts.
Year 4
The areas the year 4 pupils will be covering this term are:
4-digit place value. Read, write, represent, order and compare 
Find 10, 100 or 1000 more or less 
Round numbers to the nearest 10, 100 or 1000 
Select appropriate strategies to add and subtract 
Illustrate and explain appropriate addition and subtraction strategies including column method with regrouping 
Identify and explore patterns in multiplication tables including 7 and 9 
Distributive property including multiplying three 1-digit numbers 
Mental multiplication and division strategies using place value and known and derived facts 
Short multiplication 
Read, interpret and construct pictograms, bar charts and time graphs 
Compare tables, pictograms and bar charts. 

In addition, we will be focussing on quick recall of the remaining times tables up to 12 x 12, in preparation for the year 4 multiplication tables check in June 2025.

RE
The topics for this term are: Homes, St Charles, Judaism and Visitors.
The Wednesday Word is also available online each week. Please spend some time sharing it with your child and discussing the Gospel of that Sunday and its message for us.

Science
Animals including humans - Children will learn about food and their bodies. This topic looks at where animals get food from and why it is important, as well as skeletons and muscles.
Rocks - Children will learn to name and give the characteristics of several rocks and explain their uses; they will recognise that there is rock under all surfaces and that soils come from rocks. 

Computing 
This term in computing children will be learning how to use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly, whilst recognising acceptable/unacceptable behaviour and identifying a range of ways to report concerns about content and contact. They will also understand how the internet can be used to share beliefs, opinions and facts. 

Children will learn about computer networks & systems, learning about the purpose of a network and key components. They will be able to demonstrate how a website works and learn about packet data. 
· 

Humanities 
History- Children will explore various aspects of the Ancient Egyptians, the importance of the River Nile and landscape and how these impacted the way of life. They will learn about the Pyramids, Ancient Egyptian pharaohs including Tutankhamun and the process of mummification as well as exploring how artefacts can help us learn about the past.
Geography - After half term, children will be learning about countries of the world. They will identify continents of the world and learn to locate countries and some capital cities on a map. They will find out about geographical features of each continent and be able to find some similarities and differences between countries. 

Art 
Children will explore the historical art associated with the Ancient Egyptians, creating their own model of the sphinx from clay and making a version of papyrus paper to write on. 

Design & Technology 
Children will learn about the structure of photograph frames and have the opportunity to create their own using a range of techniques. 

Music 
In “Reading Notation 2: 2, 3, and 4 Time”, children continue their exploration of reading notation by delving into different metres.This unit focuses on reading rhythmic notation and introduces more complex metres. Building upon their foundation in rhythm from previous years, children further develop their ability to interpret and perform rhythms in various metres. In “Exploring Staff Notation 2: Follow the Score (Glockenspiel)”, children will dive deeper into staff notation, using the glockenspiel.They expand their understanding of staff notation, learning to follow and perform more complex melodies. This stage of their musical journey equips them with the skills needed to interpret and play notated music fluently, a vital skill for more advanced music reading and ensemble playing in the future.

Spanish  
The children will learn core vocabulary in Spanish through activities and songs. Topics will include greetings, introductions, numbers to 50, colours, classroom instructions, months and days of the week, farm animals and Christmas. They will begin to learn to describe people and animals. They will practise reading and writing words and sentences and begin to explore key grammatical features. They will learn about where Spanish is spoken in the world and other aspects of Spanish culture.  

PSHE & RSE
Children will explore the topics of Religious Understanding, Me, My Body, My Health, Emotions, Mental Well-Being and respectful and caring relationships. We will also keep up with some of the important current affairs stories using Newsround.

PE
This term, children will take part in invasion games and gymnastics on Fridays. Children are asked to come to school in full St Charles PE kit on that day each week.  Please ensure that they are wearing a St Charles/plain white t-shirt, navy shorts/tracksuit bottoms and trainers. 

Homework
Children will usually be set formal homework three times a week as follows:
· Spellings on a Monday to be returned and tested on Friday,
· Maths on a Wednesday to be completed by Friday
· English on a Friday to be completed by the following Monday.
· On some occasions, unfinished class work may be sent home to be completed for the next day.

This work will be explained to your child in class but I would appreciate it if you could supervise the task, drawing attention to issues such as handwriting, presentation and content. Each piece of work should take no more than 20-30 minutes. Additional pieces of homework may be set on other days. 

As the term progresses, I intend to set some English or Maths homework on Google Classroom on a regular basis.  Your child will be shown how to access this but please let me know if you have any problems. 

All classes have a unique email address where you can contact the teacher. This is not for informing the school of absence; the main office must be contacted in that instance.  
If you do have any concerns, please do contact me and we can arrange a time to speak. You can reach me at class34h@st-charles.rbkc.sch.uk Please remember that teachers are in class during the day, so may not be able to reply instantly, but I will get back to you as soon as I can. If you have an urgent concern, please phone the school directly on 020-8969-5566. 
I am very much looking forward to working with you and your child this year and hope for a successful year ahead. 

With very best wishes,

Jane Harris
3/4H Class Teacher
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